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Remarks 

Claims 1-13 were pending in the Explication. Claims 1-13 were rejected. No claims were 
merely objected to and no claims were allowed. By the foregoing amendment, no claims are 
canceled, claims 1» 6, 8, 9, and 11 are amended and no claims are added. No new matter is 
presented. 

Interview Summary 

Applicant appreciates the courtesy of a telephone interview held May 13, 2005 involving 
Examiner William Rodriguez and Attorney William Slate. 

Several issues were discussed. Namely, the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12(2) and the 
rejections of the independent claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) were discussed. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 1 underl 12(2), it was discussed that the volume 
converges rather than requiring any particular convergence of any individual surface boimding 
such volume. This conv^gence was discussed as noted in paragraph [0012] @ lines 5*12 of page 

5. The foregoing amendment to claims 1 and 1 1 were discussed as appropriately further 
clarifying. Regarding claims 6, 8, and 9, the angles were discussed as being between the two 
portions rath^ than being an absolute angle of one portion. The foregoing amendments to claims 

6, 8, and 9 were discussed as potentially further clarifying this. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 1 as anticipated by Snyder, it was noted that Ihe Office 
action reversed the fore and aft directions. Claim 1 specifies the bulkhead as being forward. This 
is generally shown as the left side of Snyder (e.g,, near items 78 and 80). With this reference 
established, the second (aft) portion of the Snyder volume does not converge more gradually than 
the first (fore) portion. Furthermore, even with the reversed orientation, the identified first 
portion would clearly substantially diverge rather than converge. Regarding claim 8, the claimed 
angle was discussed as being represented by either ofOj or in the present application. Snyder 
was discussed as showing both corresponding angles as less than ISO^rather than the claimed 
range. Reference was made to the angle ranges as being discussed in paragr^h [0012] @ lines 
22-29 of page 5. The claim 1 1 preamble was discussed as referencing convergence similar to that 
of claim 1 and therefore similarly distinguishing Snyder. 

Hoke et al. was discussed as being generally similar to Snyder although shown in an 
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ofSnyd«andfl.«ftoy«t&rt»routadetoed»ime<l«Dg«i. 

I, was m«d Applioan. v«>uld submit m «u™im«« along foregomg bnes. The 

and possible further search. 

n aim Reier tinns-35 U.S.C, 112 . . i • i 

Claims 1-13 were rejected ™Kier35U.S.C. 112(2) for asserted informabUesmclauns 1. 

6. 8, 9, and 11. By the foregoing amendment and discussion ir. the Interview Summary, these 
have been overcome. 

riaim Reiec *^""^-^*^ TTS.C. 102 . 

Claims 1-13 were rqectedasbeing anticipated by Snyder (U.S.PubUcatxonNo. 

2002/0116929). Claims 1-6 and 8-13 were rejected as being anticipated by Hoke et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6.240,731). AppUcant respectfimy traverses the rejectionfo^ 

Interview Sununary. 

in Beu of an arton made final so »s « give AppHom. «i the «aa»n« the )»»t d«u«s tor 
amving at aUowed claims. Please ohaxge any fe« or deSciet^y or cedtt «>y ov«pa,mem to <m 

Deposit Account of record. 

Respectfully submitte 



WiUiamB. Slate 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No.: 37,238 

Telephone: 203-777-6628 
Telefex: 203-865-0297 

Date: May 16, 2005 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being faxed this 16*^ day of May, 2005 to the USPTO. 
at Fax No. 1-703-872-9306. 

waiiamB. Slate 

F:VPatents>2002\D2.493\D2-493 1st Amlt .doc 
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